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Dr. John Richard, Associate Superintendent.  There have been lots of changes at ODE.   Mid-term elections are having an impact.  A lot is at stake and the future is unclear.  There has been ongoing reorganization at ODE with a high level of turnover.  He reviewed key contacts at ODE.  Then he reviewed key legislative changes. There are many changes in teacher evaluation in HB 362. HB 487 involves an innovative accountability and assessment ESEA waiver in 10 school districts during 2015-16.  The Feds are questioning this. Issues involve double testing in algebra (among other conflicts) and changes in district report cards. The ESEA flexibility waiver was granted for this school year. 

Ohio's learning standards and PARCC. Common Core in ELA and math both have full support from ODE. There was very broad representation in developing this process. The proposed alternative to the Common Core that is now in the legislature would be a complex and costly setback. 

School Improvement Grants. 95% of fed $ must go to districts. They are considering a 5-year grant cycle instead of 3 years. That would mean more flexibility for districts.  Early learning and rural districts are being considered. There is an Oct 8th deadline to provide input to Feds on these issues. 

Report card changes involve a 5% increase in the floor so fewer A's. Some additional data are being reported by districts but won't be “graded” until 2016.  In some recent reporting, major K -3 data errors occurred. Guidance will be issued soon. There is confusion over grade 3 assessments and the 3rd grade reading guarantee. Once data are corrected, district and school grades will be issued, hopefully within four weeks. The intent is to have an expanded report card that will enable districts to "tell their story". 

There are examples beyond algebra that involve the potential for double end-of-course testing although that was not the intent of ODE.  They will need to get fed approval to make corrections. 

Jennifer Felker, Assoc Supt for School Choice, Stephanie Siddens, Sr. Exec Dir of Curriculum and Assessment (where OEC is located) and Steve Gratz, Sr. Exec Dir of  Student Support and Education Options.  All are new to their positions. 

TGRG....focus on identifying struggling readers early. Not significant changes in the Mid Biennium Review. About 24,000 struggling readers in the fall reached level for promotion to grade 4.  There are three assessments that can be given. There are four exemptions (e.g. IEPs).   Students who pass TGRG test in fall take PARCC assessment in spring. 

New learning standards passed in 2010.  All districts should be using the appropriate curriculums now. New state tests will be aligned with the new standards. Two parts: performance based mid-year and end of course. ODE looks at them as one assessment. Testing should be imbedded as part of instruction, not as a separate activity. They are hoping to develop an assessment reduction study to see if there is a way to reduce the amount of testing but still be in federal compliance. Recommendation will go to the governor. Support for this is diverse. OGTs will continue through 2017. 

New graduation requirements. There will be a "demonstration of readiness". There will also be a "remediation free" score and an industry credential or workforce score. There is a special part on ODE’s website pertaining to this. 

Discussed the conflict between IDEA and NCLB relative to graduation in four years. Not only 9th grade students will be taking end of course exams. If a 10th grade student takes American history or government, he must take an EoC exam in that course.  They know there are conflicts and inconsistencies. Check out Gradrequirements@education.ohio.gov . 

Steve...  Career tech must be addressed in middle grades.  Check “career pathways” in the ODE website search box. He recommends that if the intent is to get a higher degree, the student should pick up credentials at lower levels (associate, bachelors) along the way.  If, for some reason, the student can’t continue to the planned higher level degree, at least he has the credentials at the lower levels to fall back on. There is a lot of information available through OCIS. In some cases, two year college grads earned more money than four year college grads. There is an 8-step process for career tech education starting in middle school. 

College Credit Plus (CCP) will begin next year and replaces PSEO.  It is a new dual enrollment program where the student must be accepted into the college or university. Public schools (secondary and post- secondary) must participate while non-public schools may. In general, CCP teachers must have a master’s degree in the subject area taught. Students cannot be charged for the dual enrollment courses.   In some cases high school students can earn an associate’s degree as they earn their HS diploma. 

Abdinur Mohamud, Office of Curriculum and Assessment. Title III.  Discussed ESL, ELL, EL, LEP which are different titles that have been given to such programs over the years.  Started in 1974 (Lau). NCLB added some requirements for students where English is not their primary language. If students are not proficient in one or more of four areas, they are reported in EMIS as an ELL. Their teachers must have the TESOL (Teacher of English to Speakers of Other Languages) credential or be working on it. 

Title III funding applies to LEP students and applies performance requirements and accountability. Requires research based PD. LEP students can come from anywhere (i.e., previously residing in the U.S.). Immigrant students are those who have been in the US less than three years who may be proficient in English but do not know our culture.  Foreign Exchange students are in a different category and are not eligible for federal funds. There is some confusion about how to support those that are LEP and they still must take OGTs but can qualify for accommodations. There are about 40,000 LEP students under Ohio’s Title III programs (which, in terms of numbers, is about in the middle of the states). 95% of Title III funds must go to support students. That determines the per- pupil amount which is currently about $200. Funds are processed through the CCIP.  For less than $10,000 the district must join a consortium. Sometimes ESCs facilitate this. Funds remain with the fiscal agent and are distributed based on levels of needs. Community schools can be included in this funding. Funds not used are turned back. Regardless of funding, schools are responsible for serving LEP students. Federal programs use the term LEP. Ohio uses ELL for non-federal activities. Title III funds should only supplement.....not supplant. The core program should be district funded. Regardless, schools must provide PD. 

Spanish is most common other language, Somali second, Arabic third and Amish is fourth.  Eighth grade is thought of as sufficient for the Amish lifestyle. 

Non-public schools must be given the opportunity to participate and are eligible for a commensurate or proportional share. ESL students can remain in school until the reach age 22. Ohio has state funds for ELL students. New students are funded at $1,500, those in school beyond 180 days $1,125.  They are developing guidance on ELL students who are suspected of having a disability. This is a great challenge. There will be new standards issued next year. 

Elena Sanders, Compliance System (formerly PACTS). SAFE account used to start the Compliance Self Survey based on a three year cohort schedule. All programs receiving federal funds are included. Accessed through the website at "Compliance" in the SAFE account.  About 10% of districts are selected for an on-site visit.  About 20% of districts go through the telephone interview process.  Risk factors are assigned based on a variety of factors and a score is assigned. Higher risk districts receive more intense reviews. The new system is "intelligent" in that it only chooses questions that are appropriate for the particular district and eliminates the irrelevant questions. The self-survey can be a helpful tool for school districts. 

They are working on electronic ways to improve scheduling, coordinate reviews, eliminate duplication, etc. There are parameters on what documents a district should and should not upload to ODE. 

Jeremy Marks explained that the office of federal programs does not oversee all federal programs...not Title III, IDEA, and some others. 

Friday morning began with mainly housekeeping and clarification. The member roster is being updated and the term of service is generally three years. 

Susannah Wayland is responsible for homeless programs under the McKinney-Vento act. Homeless children must be enrolled immediately even if there are no records. Work backwards if records are not available. Can attend school of origin or school district where they are currently living. If school of origin, transportation must be provided. A handout gave a comprehensive overview and update. Each district must have a local liaison person who is reported in the CCIP. There are many resources available through Susannah’s office. 

Karl Koenig is responsible for Title I programs in non-public schools. Based on where a child would be educated if he attended his DoR. Districts have to report requested data. If a child is suspected of being LEP, the DoR school must make determination. His office is developing a new data reporting system. The federal database was different from the state database and some of the reported numbers didn't match.  With the new system, these problems have been greatly reduced. Non publics will now be completing an Excel worksheet which is submitted and can be easily shared.   The LEA will have access to these data relative to the students for whom they are responsible, including students in special education. Migrant children will now be reported. Anything related to federal funds going to non-public schools must be equitable with the DoR. The new format will include information about school eligibility on the same screen as the "sign off". It can be downloaded as a PDF. It will greatly help districts learn of the extent of the non-publics in their area.  The intention is to roll this out in October. There will be a non-public reporting window through the end of March with district sign off to follow.  

As the meeting closed, there was discussion about potential agenda items for the December 3rd & 4th meeting. 


